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Thank you for visiting Rolling Thunder®, 
Illinois Chapter #1
Chapter One, from Warrenville, Illinois (west 
suburban Chicago).

The major function of Rolling Thunder®, Inc. 
is to publicize POW-MIA issues: To educate 
the public that many American prisoners of 
war were left behind after all previous wars 
and to help correct the past and to protect 
future veterans from being left behind should they 
become prisoners of war-missing in action.

My name is Bill Sharpness, President of our chapter.

I would like to thank everyone in the United States and other countries that 
helped in the release of Sgt. Bowe Bergdahl, a live prisoner of war from 
Afghanistan. This mission is over but the POW issue is not. Chapter 1 Illinois 
at this time does not know of any live American POW’s but that does not mean 
there are none. There are thousands of missing and some of those could very well 
be alive and being held. Our chapter will now look into the accountability of the 
missing in action. This is an American duty and something our politicians don’t 
seem to care about. Their families deserve an answer. If anyone knows of, or 
has information on any missing service member, please let us know. We will take 
on the issue and won’t quit. We will get results. Our chapter thanks all for their 
support. Ninety seven cents of every dollar we raise goes to the POW/MIA issue 
or helping veterans in need. No one gets paid here. We welcome you to join us. 
You do not have to be a veteran, or own a motorcycle or even a car. We are just 
a group of guys and gals, young and old trying to do the right thing. Regarding 
Bowe, we all heard of questions and even allegations regarding Bowe’s capture. 
Our attitude was the questions didn’t matter, get him home first and then let 
the military handle it. We have every confidence that our military knows how to 
resolve these circumstances.

Rolling Thunder®, Inc. is a non-profit organization. Members donate their time 
because they believe in the issues we are working on. 

RollingThunderIL1@gmail.com  

Bill “Hawk” Sharpness 
President

630-669-1317

!!! REMEMBER !!!

“IT’S AN AMERICAN DUTY TO ACCOUNT FOR ALL 
PRISONERS AND THOSE MISSING”
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Who is Rolling Thunder Illinois Chapter One?

Our fundraising efficiency is 97 1/2%, that is, we spend 97 1/2 cents 
out of each fundraising dollar on Veterans and the POW/MIA cause

Our local Chapter does not have administrative expenses such as 
salaries, perks, bonuses, fees or offices.  We are all volunteers who 
believe in our mission.

We are registered as a tax exempt organization under the Internal 
Revenue Code.

Our tax deductible, 501 (c) (3), charitable arm, is Rolling Thunder 
Charities. 

Our chapter, Rolling Thunder Illinois Chapter One, is a 501 (C) (4) 
non-profit organization.

Our Federal EIN # can be supplied upon request.

We are registered with the Illinois Secretary of State as a non-profit 
organization.

We are registered with Illinois Attorney General as an Illinois Charity 
Organization.

We file Illinois Form AG990-IL annually with the Illinois Attorney 
General.

We file Federal Form 990 annually with the Internal Revenue Service.
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Continues on page 11
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SUCCESS!! We applied for a grant from our anonymous donor last April and 
we have been granted $32,000 for a 2014 Ford E150 medical transport van 
pictured below. LaSalle Veterans Home will be the recipient.

SUCCESS Ford Van to LaSalle Vet Home
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Bringing a Hero Home
Sergeant Cory Remsburg nearly died in Afghanistan. Here’s how his family helped him get his life back /// By Meg Grant

A CAREGIVING LOVE STORY

Continues on page 35
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October 5th 2014

14th Annual
Schedule of Events
8 AM – 10:00 AM	 Registration and Breakfast  
	 (Available by VFW)

10:00 AM	 First Bike Out 

10:30 AM	 Vendors set up

11:00 AM	 Last Bike Out

1:00 PM	 Bikes return/Parking in rear

1:00 PM – Close	 Band – Boombox Heroes & Bliss

2:30 PM	 1st Stop Ticket Drawing

3:00 PM	 2nd Stop Ticket Drawing

3:30 PM	 3rd Stop Ticket Drawing

3:45 PM	 Remembrance Table Ceremony

4:00 PM	 Door Prizes/Raffles

4:30 PM	 Poker Hands announced

5:00 PM	 Bike Raffle
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VETERANS PROGRAM 

Concord Place now offers affordable senior housing that every 
American veteran over the age of 55 can afford. To ensure our 

American Heroes do not spend another day homeless. 
 We all can make a difference and owe it to 

our soldiers not to forget.  With the help of 
generous donors we have put together a 
Home with the support and dignity 
deserved only by those who have stepped 
forward and defended our great land. 
 401 W Lake St., Northalke IL 60164  •  708-409-2799 401 W Lake St., Northlake IL 60164  •  708-409-2799
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IMMEDIATE RELEASE	 No. NR-455-14
September 03, 2014

SOLDIER MISSING FROM WWII ACCOUNTED FOR

The Department of Defense POW/Missing Personnel Office (DPMO) announced 
today that the remains of a U.S. serviceman, missing since World War II, have 
been identified and are being returned to his family for burial with full military 
honors.

Army Pfc. Bernard Gavrin, 29, of Brooklyn, N.Y., will be buried on Sep. 12, in 
Arlington National Cemetery, Washington, D.C. On June 15, 1944, as part of an 
Allied strategic goal to secure the Mariana Islands, U.S. forces were ordered to 
occupy Saipan. After a month of intense fighting, enemy forces conducted a 
suicide assault, known as a banzai attack. This was designed to inflict as many 
casualties as possible against the 105th Infantry Regiment (IR), 27th Infantry 
Division (ID). During these attacks, elements of the 105th IR sustained heavy 
losses, with more than 900 soldiers killed or injured. Gavrin was reported missing 
in action on July 7, 1944.

On July 8, 1945, with no new information concerning Gavrin or 21 other service 
members of the 105th IR, investigators issued a presumptive finding of death. In 
November 1948, the American Graves Registration Services (AGRS) reviewed the 
circumstances of Gavrin’s loss and concluded his remains were non-recoverable.

In September 2011, a private archaeological company excavated land near 
Achugao Village, Saipan, and uncovered human remains of an American 
serviceman from the July 7, 1944, battle. These remains were identified as Army 
Pvt. William Yawney, 23, of Freemansburg, Pa.

In September 2013, a Japanese non-governmental organization interested in 
recovering Japanese soldiers from the battle in Saipan, alongside the same 
private archaeological company from 2011, recovered human remains and 
personal effects belonging to American servicemen, from an unmarked burial 
located a few meters from the 2011 excavation site. The remains were handed 
over to the Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command (JPAC).

In the identification of Gavrin’s remains, scientists from JPAC and the Armed 
Forces DNA Identification Laboratory (AFDIL) used circumstantial evidence and 
forensic identification tools including dental comparisons and mitochondrial DNA, 
which matched Gavrin’s cousin. Along with Gavrin, Army Pfc. Richard L. Bean, 
24, of Manassas, Va., was accounted for.

For additional information on the Defense Department’s mission to account for 
Americans, who went missing while serving our country, visit the DPMO web site 
at www.dtic.mil/dpmo or call (703) 699-1169.
 
 
U.S. Department of Defense 
Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Public Affairs) 

Updates from the U.S. Department of Defense
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Bill Mauldin
Cartoonist (creator of “Willie and Joe” of WWII fame)

Born in 1921, Bill Mauldin came of age in the People’s Century, 
when ordinary men and women grappled with the global crises 
of depression and war. He chronicled their lives in cartoons and, 
in so doing, ennobled both his subjects  and his craft.

A polymath who would have succeeded in almost any field, Bill 
chose cartooning for both temperamental and financial reasons. 
His impoverished upbringing in the desert Southwest left him 
with a powerful independent streak and a reflexive sympathy for 
the underdog. “I was born a troublemaker and might as well earn 
a living a tit,”he reasoned at age 17 when he decided to take 
up political cartooning as a career. He managed one year at the 

Chicago Academy of Fine Arts.

Then, in 1940, the unemployed cartoonist joined the 
Army. There, he cartooned one afternoon a week 
for the 45th Division News. Some brass bristled at 
the insubordination of his humor, but enlisted men 
loved it. Bill Mauldin was already a 45th Division 
celebrity when he landed in Sicily in July 1943.

The strain of combat soon engraved itself on his 
Continues on page 76
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cartoons, as it did the men. After his transfer to the 
Stars and Stripes in early 1944,  Bill created two 
war-weary “dogfaces” named Willie and Joe  who 
captured the sardonic humor of the front. When “Up 
Front …by Mauldin” was syndicated back home in 
April of that year, it caused a sensation. Arm chair 
followers of the war had never seen their fighting 
men depicted as anything but pious, clean-cut 
warriors.

In 1945, the twenty-three-year-old cartoonist 
returned home the youngest Pulitzer Prize 
winner in history, the author of a best-selling 
book, and the most famous enlisted man in the 
United States Army. He stunned fans by using 
his syndicated feature as a bully pulpit to protest 
racial discrimination and anti-communist hysteria. 
In 1948, after doing battle with United Features 
Syndicate over its censorship of his work, Bill 
Mauldin retired from cartooning altogether.

Over the next decade, he wrote articles and books, 
starred in Hollywood movies, covered Korea as 
a war correspondent, piloted airplanes, ran for 
Congress, and raised a family. In1958, here turned 
to cartooning at the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. Within 

a year, he won his second Pulitzer Prize. In 1962,he moved to the Chicago Sun-Times 
and saw his syndication reach 300 papers. His bold cartoons for Civil Rights and 
against the Vietnam War made him a legend to a whole new generation of fans.

Bill Mauldin retired from cartooning in 1991 after an injury to 
his drawing hand. Stricken by Alzheimer’s disease, he entered 
a nursing home in 2002 . In the months before he died, old 
veterans and their relatives sent him over 10,000 cards and 
letters They thanked him for keeping their humanity alive 
during that most savage of wars. These tributes, more than 
any honor or award, rank Bill Mauldin as one of the greatest 
artists of the twentieth century.

Bill Mauldin died on January 22, 2003. He is buried at Arlington National Cemetery.

Todd DePastino
Todd DePastino is the author of The Man Who Lived His Life Backward: A Biography of Bill Mauldin to be published by 
W.W. Norton in October, 2007, among others. He lives and works in Pittsburgh.

Continued from page 75
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IN LOVING MEMORY
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CHARLES M. PROVINCE
Charles M. Province, a veteran of the US Army, is 
the sole and single Founder and President of The 
George S. Patton, Jr. Historical Society. He is the 
author of “The Unknown Patton”, “Patton’s Third 
Army”, and “Patton’s One-Minute Messages”

More information is available on his website, “The 
Patton Society” particularly on the page, “Northeast 
Kansas Korean War Memorial” where Province’s 
poem is displayed.

IT IS THE SOLDIER
It is the Soldier, not the minister Who has given us freedom of religion.

It is the Soldier, not the reporter Who has given us freedom of the press.

It is the Soldier, not the poet Who has given us freedom of speech.

It is the Soldier, not the campus organizer Who has given us freedom to protest.

It is the Soldier, not the lawyer Who has given us the right to a fair trial.

It is the Soldier, not the politician Who has given us the right to vote.

It is the Soldier who salutes the flag, Who serves beneath the flag, And whose 
coffin is draped by the flag, Who allows the protester to burn the flag.

©Copyright 1970, 2005 by Charles M. Province
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History of the POW/MIA Flag
In 1970, Mrs. Michael Hoff, an MIA wife and member of the National League of 
Families, recognized the need for a symbol of our POW/MIAs.  Prompted by an 
article in the Jacksonville, Florida, TIMES-UNION, Mrs. Hoff contacted Norman 
Rivkees, Vice President of Annin & Company which had made a banner for the 
newest member of the United Nations, the People’s Republic of China (PRC), as 
a part of their policy to provide flags to all United Nations members states.  Mrs. 
Hoff found Mr. Rivkees very sympathetic to the POW/MIA issue, and he and an 
Annin advertising agency employee, designed a flag to represent our missing 
men. Following League approval, the flags were manufactured for distribution.

On March 9, 1989, an official League flag that flew over the White House on 
National POW/MIA Recognition Day 1988 was installed in the U.S. Capitol 
Rotunda as a result of legislation passed overwhelmingly during the 100th 
Congress. In a demonstration of bipartisan Congressional support, the leadership 
of both Houses hosted the installation ceremony.

The League’s POW/MIA flag is the only flag ever displayed in the U.S. Capitol 
Rotunda where it will stand as a powerful symbol of national commitment to 
America’s POW/MIAs until the fullest possible accounting has been achieved for 
U.S. personnel still missing and unaccounted for from the Vietnam War.

On August 10, 1990, the 101st Congress passed U.S. Public Law 101-355, which 
recognized the League’s POW/MIA flag and designated it “as the symbol of our 
Nation’s concern and commitment to resolving as fully as possible the fates of 
Americans still prisoner, missing and unaccounted for in Southeast Asia, thus 
ending the uncertainty for their families and the Nation”.

The importance of the League’s POW/MIA flag lies in its continued visibility, a 
constant reminder of the plight of America’s POW/MIAs. Other than “Old Glory”, 
the League’s POW/MIA flag is the only flag ever to fly over the White House, 
having been displayed in this place of honor on National POW/MIA Recognition 
Day since 1982.

Passage by the 105th Congress of Section 1082 of the 1998 Defense 
Authorization Act required that the League’s POW/MIA flag fly six days each 
year: Armed Forces Day, Memorial Day, Flag Day, Independence Day, National 
POW/MIA Recognition Day and Veterans Day. It must be displayed at the White 
House, the U.S. Capitol, the Departments of State, Defense and Veterans Affairs, 
the headquarters of the Selective Service System, major military installations 
as designated by the Secretary of the Defense, all Federal cemeteries and all 
offices of the U.S. Postal Service.  In addition to the specific dates stipulated, the 
Department of Veterans Affairs voluntarily displays our POW/MIA flag 24/7, and 
the National Vietnam Veterans, Korean War Veterans and World War II Memorials 
were all recently required by Congress to display the POW/MIA flag daily, as do 
many State Capitols and other locations across the country.
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The Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command conducts global search, 
recovery and laboratory operations to identify unaccounted-for 
Americans from past conflicts in order to support the Department of 
Defense’s personnel accounting efforts.

The command is located on the island of Oahu in Hawaii and was 
activated Oct. 1, 2003. In June 2013 JPAC opened a satellite labratory 
at Offutt AFB, Neb. Employing more than 500 joint military and civilian 
personnel, JPAC continues its search for the fullest possible accounting 

of the more than 83,000 Americans still unaccounted for from past conflicts.

The laboratory portion of JPAC, referred to as the Central Identification Laboratory, is the largest 
and most diverse forensic skeletal laboratory in the world. The command maintains three 
permanent detachments to assist with command and control, logistics and in-country support 
during investigation and recovery operations. Detachment One is located in Bangkok, Thailand; 
Detachment Two in Hanoi, Vietnam and Detachment Three in Vientiane, Laos. JPAC also maintains 
a liasion officer on Miesau Army Depot, Germany to help planning, execution, logistical and 
administrative support for JPAC operations in Europe.  

In order to facilitate logistical support to teams, JPAC maintains eight storage facilities througout 
Southeast Asia, Europe and the Pacific. Having these facilities strategically placed around the 
world minimizes costs and provides quick access to supplies.

The core of JPAC’s day-to-day operations involves researching case files, investigating leads, 
excavating sites and identifying Americans who were killed in action, but were never brought 
home.

This process involves close coordination with U.S. agencies involved in the POW/MIA issue, 
including the Defense Prisoner of War/Missing Personnel Office, the Armed Forces mortuary affairs 
offices, U. S. Pacific Command, Department of State, the Joint Staff, Defense Intelligence Agency, 
the Armed Forces DNA Identification Laboratory and the U.S. Air Force’s Life Sciences Equipment 
Laboratory. 

In order to ensure mission success and the return of unaccounted- for Americans, JPAC routinely 
engages in technical negotiations and talks with representatives of foreign governments to promote 
and maintain positive in-country conditions wherever JPAC teams deploy.
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Message from the National  
Executive Director

March 2013

Dear Supporters:

Rolling Thunder® Charities, Inc. was created in 2007 to start a fund from 
which we could address the needs of Veterans, our active duty Military and 
their families who have fallen between the cracks and have not received 
the help that they deserve. Often, our returning Troops are receiving quality 
medical care and support from the VA. However, too many times “the system” 
fails to meet their critical needs for one reason or another.

Our National organization with all of our state chapters are working tirelessly 
to keep Veteran awareness at a high level. We have been able to address 
many Veteran’s problems as they arise and help advance their causes with 
legislative efforts. Regrettably, sometimes we are simply unable to meet 
the needs of many Veterans because of bureaucratic delay or systemic 
shortcomings.

That is where Rolling Thunder® Charities, Inc. comes in. It is a tax exempt 
corporation under section 501(c)(3) of the IRS and we are there to help when 
all else fails. You can learn more about Rolling Thunder® Charities, Inc. from 
our brochure or by contacting Rolling Thunder®, Inc.  National or any local 
Rolling Thunder®, Inc. Chapter. Rolling Thunder® Charities, Inc. is one of the 
most effective non-profit Veteran’s organization in the country, giving  95% of 
all donations received directly to Veterans in need. Spread the word and help 
disabled Veterans and their families. We need your help in raising funds for 
Rolling Thunder® Charities, Inc. so we can help more Veterans in need, our 
active duty Military and their families.

Rolling Thunder® Charities, Inc. is proud to be one 
of our country’s leading Veterans non-profits. Our 
mission is getting 95% of all donations directly to 
Veterans who apply for assistance. Please donate 
today by clicking on the above PayPal Link. 

Thank you in advance, for your support to Rolling 
Thunder® Charities, Inc. in our Mission to help 
America’s Veterans.

Sincerely,

Sgt. Artie Muller Founder/Executive Director
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Rolling Thunder recognized 
for helping Veterans
Rolling Thunder Illinois Chapter One was 
honored by the Illinois Department of Veterans 
Affairs for the group’s efforts to help Illinois 
veterans and POW/MIA awareness.

At right: IDVA Director Erica Borggren presents 
a Certificate of Appreciation to Rolling Thun-
der Illinois Chapter One for providing LaSalle 
Veterans Home with a medical transport van 

and other needed items. Representing the chapter were members John Mikuski, Bill 
Houghtaling, Dominic Ruggerio and Jim Murray.

MSHV co-founder and board president, Bob Adams: “The Midwest Shelter has been 
blessed in many ways throughout the years by veterans organizations that have given 
of their time, talent and treasure to make sure we are able to leave no hero behind to 
homelessness, joblessness and poverty. Among the first and continuous contributors 
is Rolling Thunder Illinois Chapter One. Since we opened in 2007, Rolling Thunder has 
contributed more than $36,000 to our organization. They have held food and clothing 
drives. Each year they invite our veterans to their annual Christmas Party and shower 
them with gifts. These wonderful men and women show their fidelity to their brothers 
and sisters in need by being a vital source of support for MSHV. Words cannot properly 
express our gratitude for their efforts.”

ARTICLE II
Instruction & Training LLC

Afternoon & Evening Classes in:
NRA Basic Pistol

CCW Training Packages for  
Illinois, Utah, Florida, and Arizona

See our On-Line Calendar:
www.Article2Range.com/Firearms-Instruction/

or call:

630-627-0310
250 Cortland Avenue

Lombard, IL 60148-1219
www.Article2Range.com

Monday-Friday
Saturday
Sunday

10am–10pm*
8:30am–8pm*
8:30am-6pm*

Store Hours

80 Foot Indoor Pistol & Rifle Range
* Range closes 10 minutes before store
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Rolling Thunder chapter worked to spread 
awareness on POW reacts to release
POSTED 9:32 PM, MAY 31, 2014, BY WGN WEB DESK AND MAGGIE CARLO 
UPDATED AT 04:15PM, JUNE 1, 2014

Raising awareness about POW Bowe Bergdahl has been a mission of the Warrenville Roll-
ing Thunder since Bowe was captured in 2009.

Billboards, bumper stickers, t-shirts and banners are just some of the ways the men and 
women of this chapter have been spreading Bowe’s story. So you can imagine when they 
got word Bowe had been rescued by Special Forces they were overjoyed.

“This is better than anybody could have expected, like I said, honestly I thought we were 
going to get this guy home in a body bag and for him to come home alive that’s the great-
est thing it should set a precedent lets go after the other POWs that we know are still alive 
from the other wars.”

Dennis Reiter is one of the founding members of the Rolling Thunder Chapter 1 from 
Warrenville. Their major mission is to publicize POW-MIA issues. For the last 5 years they 
have been working around Illinois and the country to raise awareness about Prisoner of 
War Bowe Burgdahl’s.

“It was important for us to kind of keep it alive because we were afraid if we didn’t say 
anything no one would.”   Saturday word of Bowe’s rescue spread quickly among the 
members of Rolling Thunder Warrenville.  “He said yes he is released, and I just sat down 
be honest with you, I cried so.”

Bill Sharpness is a Vietnam Veteran who joined the Rolling Thunder about 10 years ago, it 
meant visiting a painful part of his past, but it also meant healing a part of him.

“It was always on my mind the POW issue I always had this guilty feeling and I met some 
members of the Rolling Thunder Chapter 1 Illinois and they were very dedicated it helped 
me.”

And although there is much joy today for Bowe and his family, Bill and his fellow members 
of the Rolling Thunder are determined to not forget about other prisoners of war and those 
still missing in action.

“The POW/MIA issue to keep it alive is our mission we won’t forget them and just the 
thought of the families they don’t know what happened it’s not right.”
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Rolling Thunder®, Inc.
P.O. Box 216 Neshanic Station, NJ 08853  908-369-5439  |  rollingthunder1.org

FACT SHEET
Incorporated in 1995, Rolling Thunder®, Inc. is a class 501(c) (4) non-profit organization 
with over 90 chartered chapters throughout the United States and members abroad. 
While many members of Rolling Thunder®, Inc. are veterans and many ride motorcycles, 
neither qualification is a prerequisite. Rolling Thunder®, Inc. members are old and young, 
men and women, veterans and non-veterans. All are united in the cause to bring full 
accountability for the Prisoners Of War-Missing In Action (POW/MIA) of all wars, reminding 
the government, the media and the public by our watchwords: “We Will Not Forget.”

The Rolling Thunder®, Inc. Story
In the fall of 1987, Artie Muller and Ray Manzo, two Vietnam veterans met to discuss 
their personal concerns about the POW/MIA’s from the Vietnam War. Having honorably 
served their country and having taken an oath to “support and defend the Constitution 
of the United States against all enemies...” and to “bear true faith and allegiance to the 
same,” they were deeply troubled by the abhorrent neglect of attention given to those who 
did not make it out with their lives or their freedom. These veterans discussed the more than 
10,000 reported sightings of live Americans living in dismal captivity. Intelligence reports of 
these sightings were generally ignored by the government and mainstream press.

The First Rolling Thunder®, Inc. Demonstration 
The Founders of Rolling Thunder®, Inc., Artie Muller and Ray Manzo, were ordinary men who 
understood that they had a right to have their voices heard and proceeded to lay down the 
plans for a gathering in Washington, D.C. during the 1988 Memorial Day weekend. They 
reached out to their families, fellow veterans and veteran’s advocates to unify and form a 
march and demonstration in the nation’s Capital. Their arrival would be announced by the roar 
of their motorcycles, a sound not unlike the 1965 bombing campaign against North Vietnam 
dubbed Operation Rolling Thunder. Hence, they would call themselves “Rolling Thunder®, 
Inc.” a title that would endure time and be trademarked in 1990. Word spread quickly and by 
Memorial Day weekend in 1988, approximately 2,500 motorcycles from all over the country 
converged on Washington, D.C. to demand from our leaders a full accounting of all POW/
MIA’s. As the Founders of Rolling Thunder®, Inc. made their stand that day in front of the 
Capitol, they reflected thankfully for the people who came in support of the POW/ MIA’s and 
for the unity that was felt. This was the first Rolling Thunder®, Inc. demonstration. Only until 
ALL POW/MIA’s ARE ACCOUNTED FOR, it will not be their last. On that day, the foundation 
was laid for the annual “Ride for Freedom” to the Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial Wall (also 
referred to as the “Ride to the Wall”). The number of participants/spectators in the Memorial 
Day weekend Ride for Freedom has grown from 2,500 to an estimated 900,000.

VETERAN & COMMUNITY SERVICE 
In 2007, Rolling Thunder® Charities, Inc. was established as a 501(c)(3) tax exempt, non-
profit organization which enables individuals and corporations to receive a tax deduction 
for funds donated to Rolling Thunder® Charities, Inc. These funds are used for veterans, 
active duty military and their families in need of help. No officers of Rolling Thunder® 
Charities, Inc. receive compensation; we all donate our time.

•	 Rolling Thunder® Charities, Inc. spends hundreds of thousands of dollars each year in 
financial aid, food, clothing and other essentials to veterans, homeless veterans and 
veterans’ families in need, women’s crisis centers and toys for children.

•	 In 2005, Rolling Thunder®, Inc. united with the National Alliance of POW/MIA Families 
to petition the U.S. Government to use the designation “Prisoner of War/Missing in 
Action” (POW/MIA) — a designation recognized by the Geneva Conventions — not 
“Missing/Captured”. This will ensure that prisoners’ rights and protections remain 
consistent under the Geneva Conventions.

•	 Expenditures exceed over half a million dollars a year, nationwide, to educate the 
public and increase awareness about the POW/MIA issue and other injustices suffered 
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by veterans. The organization regularly donates POW/MIA flags to local area schools, 
youth groups, non-profit organizations, special interest groups and organizes flag 
raising ceremonies. Veterans speak to youth groups about the honor of serving their 
country and educating them about the POW/MIA issue.

•	 Rolling Thunder®, Inc. sponsors search missions into Southeast Asia for POW/MIAs 
and the remains of those killed in action.

•	 Thousands of hours are logged in by Rolling Thunder®, Inc. members at local VA 
hospitals nationwide. Members visit and provide moral support to nursing home 
veterans and patients suffering from Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD).

•	 Rolling Thunder®, Inc. helped facilitate the publishing of a POW/MIA U.S. postage 
stamp through the U.S. Postal Service that displayed dog tags with the declaration — 
“POW & MIA - NEVER FORGOTTEN”

•	 Rolling Thunder®, Inc. participated in the dedication of the World War II Memorial in 
2004 and assisted with organizing the World War II parade that took place on that 
historic date.

LEGISLATION 
Rolling Thunder®, Inc. has advocated and/or co-authored legislation to improve the POW/
MIA issue, veterans’ benefits, concerns and interests as follows:

House Resolution 111 
Since 2007 we continue to lobby Congress to establish a Select Committee on POW/
MIA Affairs. The Committee would conduct a full investigation of all unresolved 
matters relating to any United States POW/MIAs unaccounted for from the Iraqi War, 
Afghanistan, Gulf War, Vietnam War, the Korean War, Cold War and WWII.

Respect for Fallen Heroes Act of 2006 (H.R. 5037) (Bill Summary) (PUBLIC LAW 109-
228)  Legislation to prohibit certain demonstrations at cemeteries under the control 
of the National Cemetery Administration at Arlington National Cemetery and for other 
purposes. On May 24, 2006 it passed the Senate with an amendment by Unanimous 
Consent. The House agreed to suspend the rules and agreed to the Senate 
amendment by voice vote on that same day. On May 29, 2006 the bill was signed by 
the President.

Veterans’ Housing Opportunity & Benefits Improvement Act of 2006 (S.1235)  
(Bill Summary) 
Legislation to amend title 38, United Stated Code, to provide adaptive housing 
assistance to disabled veterans residing temporarily in housing owned by the family 
member and to make direct housing loans to Native American veterans; make 
modifications to the Advisory Committee on Veterans Employment and Training within 
the Department of Labor; provide Life and Health Insurance coverage to certain 
veterans and their family members; and for other purposes.

Veterans Benefits, Health Care and Information Technology Act of 2006 (H.R. 
1070) (Bill Summary) (S.3421-PUBLIC LAW 109-461) 
Sec. 502 Department of Veterans Affairs goals for participation by small businesses 
owned and controlled by Veterans in procurement contracts. Expressing the sense of 
the House of Representatives that Members of the House should actively engage with 
employers and the American public, to encourage the hiring of members and former 
members of the Armed Forces who were wounded in service and facing transition to 
civilian life.

Veteran-Owned Small Business Promotion Act of 2005 (H.R. 3082) (Bill Summary) 
Legislation to amend title 38, United States Code, to require that nine percent of 
procurement contracts entered into by the Department of Veterans Affairs be awarded 
to small business concerns owned by veterans, and for other purposes. Passed 
House on July 24, 2006 by unanimous voice.
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Persian Gulf War POW/MIA Accountability Act of 2002 (S.1339) 
First introduced by Senator Ben Nighthorse Campbell (R-Colorado) in August 2, 2001, 
the legislation amends the Bring Them Home Alive Act of 2000 which was signed into 
law in November of 2001. That law provides for the granting of refugee status in the 
United States to nationals of certain foreign countries in which American Vietnam POW/
MIAs or American Korean War POW/MIA’s may be present, if those nationals assist 
in returning POW/MIA’s alive. The new law extends the granting of refugee status in 
the United States to nationals of Iraq or the greater Middle East region. It provides 
for the International Broadcasting Bureau, which includes the Voice of America, to 
broadcast information about the law in the Middle East. The necessity of this legislation 
is demonstrated by the case of Jessica Lynch and six other POWs returned alive. SSgt. 
Matt Maupin (Army) captured 4/9/04, remains found, identified and returned 3/30/08, 
as well as Pfc. Byron W. Fouty (Army) and Sgt. Alex R. Jimenez (Army), both captured 
5/12/07 remains found, identified and returned 07/10/08.

The POW/MIA Memorial Flag Act of 2001 (S.1226) 
This bill was signed into legislation by President George W. Bush in part due to Rolling 
Thunder®, Inc. lobbying efforts. The main force behind this bill was Senator Campbell 
and Congressman Dan Burton. Rolling Thunder, Inc. was highly instrumental in passing 
legislation to ensure that the POW/MIA flag will fly below the American Flag any day 
the American flag is flown in Washington, D.C. at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial, the 
Korean Memorial and the WWII Memorial.

Displaying of the POW/MIA Flag over Federal Buildings and Military Facilities 
Rolling Thunder®, Inc. was highly instrumental in passing legislation requiring that 
Federal buildings, all Post Offices, the Vietnam and Korean Memorials in Washington, 
D.C. and military facilities fly the POW/MIA flag on all six National holidays.

Bring Them Home Alive Act of 2000 
Senator Campbell sponsored and co-authored with Rolling Thunder®, Inc. the Bring 
Them Home Alive Act of 2000. The Act provides for the granting of refugee status in 
the United States to nationals of certain foreign countries in which American Vietnam 
War POW/MIAs or American Korean War POW/MIA’s may be present, if those nationals 
assist in returning POW/MIAs alive.

Missing Service Personnel Act of 1997 
Since the mid-1980’s, Rolling Thunder®, Inc. has worked tirelessly on this bill that would 
guarantee missing servicemen or women could not be arbitrarily “killed on paper” by the 
U.S. government without credible proof of death. The bill was originally sponsored by 
Senator Campbell in 1993. Rolling Thunder’s efforts helped facilitate passing of a majority 
of the resolutions and efforts continue to restore the law as it was originally written.

MISSION STATEMENT 
The major function of Rolling Thunder®, Inc. is to publicize the POW-MIA issue: To educate 
the public that many American Prisoners of War were left behind after all previous wars 
and to help correct the past and 
to protect the future Veterans 
from being left behind should they 
become Prisoners Of War-Missing In 
Action. We are committed to helping 
American Veterans from all wars. 
Rolling Thunder®, Inc. is a non-profit 
organization and everyone donates 
his or her time because they believe 
in the POW/MIA Issue that we are 
working on.
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Restaurant & Bar Since 1948

668 W. North Avenue

Elmhurst, IL 60126

DINE IN ◊ CARRY OUT

Open Daily
Reserve our patio room or banquet room. Prices available upon 

request or at www.macksgoldenpheasant.com

DINING ROOM HOURS

Monday – Thursday	 11:30 am to 10 pm 

Friday – Saturday	 11:30 am to 10:30 pm 

Sunday	 10 am to 9 pm 

 

CALL 630.279.8544 

WWW.MACKSGOLDENPHEASANT.COM

RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED

“The Oldest Continuously Owned  
Family Restaurant in Dupage County.”
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Rolling Thunder® Illinois Chapter #1
would like to thank our friends at

BFC
for donating much of the printing.

Please support their efforts.

BFC • 1051 N Kirk Road • Batavia, IL 60561
630.879.9240



Thank you for your 
Military Service past & present.

*Take 10% off your purchase, excludes tax and delivery charges. Discount off regular everyday individual item prices. Offer is non-transferable. Does not apply to previous 
purchases, room package discounts, warranties, bed guards, electronics, HDTV/Plasma TV’s, fl oor samples, Tempur-Pedic brand, layaways, Clearance Outlet, and gift card 
purchases. May not be combined with any other discount offer or Super Savers. Limit one offer per customer/household. Offer expires 10/31/15.  Promotion Code 80THUNDER.
 

10% OFF

TA
K

E

YOUR ENTIRE PURCHASE 
WITH THIS COUPON

Find the nearest location or shop online at www.theroomplace.com




